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The first ORG meeting was held on April 24, 2017 in conjunction with the AAO meeting in San Diego. ORG members from 
around the world (USA, Mexico, Canada, Colombia, Brazil, Venezuela, Argentina, Ecuador, Belgium, Saudi Arabia, Singapore, 
Thailand, Australia). Members participated in the inaugural meeting of the ORG,  discussed business of  the group and planned 
the upcoming 2018 IADR meeting in London. This first historical meeting was well attended and the participants were very 
enthusiastic. w
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We hope that all of you are safe and healthy and have been able 
to continue your research projects without too much interruption 
during the Covid-19 pandemic. Now, more than ever, we need to 
show strong support for each other. I want to encourage all of us 
to work together as we continue to build ORG and use our col-
lective experiences to guide us along productive and innovative 
research paths. Mentors – whether in research, clinic, education, 
leadership; whether mentoring students or junior faculty – are 
more important now than ever before. Junior faculty and students 
should use this time to seek out and work with mentors who will 
allow your inner research passion to flourish. Please use ORG 
as a means to communicate and collaborate with each other. As 
you will read in our Annual Meeting Report, ORG is continuing to 
move forward, reflecting the commitment of our leadership and 
members. 

ORG’s future is bright!

Cristina Teixeira

Message from the ORG President



As you are all aware, the 2020 General Session in Washington, D.C. was cancelled due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic. In spite of this, ORG’s officers held virtual meetings to plan for the 2021 Gen-
eral Session, to be held in Boston, MA, USA (see Item #8 below). Going forward, ORG leadership 
will work with IADR’s leadership to explore all possible avenues of engagement with our members 
to ensure that we all have the opportunity to present and gain recognition for our research. These 
avenues include both in-person and on-line sessions for our global research community.

Annual Meeting Report 

1. 2020 IADR/AADR/CADR General Session

2. ORG Research Awards

In 2020 we did not host the ORG awards and Recognition competition as planned, because of 
Covid-19. Several candidates expressed concerns about their research not receiving the same ex-
posure as it would at an on-site meeting. To acknowledge the extraordinary circumstances of our 
finalists’ participation, we issued each finalist a Certificate of Recognition for their participation.

Along these lines, we have some very good news: IADR/AADR/CADR is allowing researchers to 
resubmit their 2020 abstracts for the 2021 competition! Therefore, if you submitted an abstract for 
consideration in any of ORG’s 3 Award Categories, you are encouraged to resubmit this year, even 
if you were selected as a finalist. But, please note, the finalists for the 2021 competition will be se-
lected from the new pool of candidates. Therefore, having been selected as a finalist in 2020 is not a 
guarantee of being selected as a finalist in 2021. 

In 2021 ORG will accept applications for 3 research awards. Information on eligibility and the appli-
cation process can be found at  https://www.iadr.org/IADR/Awards/Scientific-Group-Network-Awards
for: 
 
 • CTOR Award for Student Research Excellence
 
 • Innovation Award for Research Excellence
 
 • Growth & Development Award for Research Excellence

We encourage you to apply for eligible awards and to encourage your colleagues and students to 
apply, as well.



3. ORG Business Meeting
ORG Officers met remotely to discuss the group business and plans to submit symposium and other 
scientific sessions for the 2021 Meeting in Boston. 

Please let us know if there is a particular speaker that you would like to invite for a Symposia or 
Hand’s-On Workshop or a Lunch-and-Learn session. ORG does not have financial resources to pay 
for speaker’s travel and housing costs, but if they are IADR members they may already be planning 
to attend the meeting.

The IADR Council Meeting was held virtually on March 17, 2020. Twelve motions were considered 
and approved, among which were the following:
 
 • The Joint IADR/AADR Policy and Position Statements on Sugar-sweetened Beverages 
(see Action Items #1 and #2, below)
 
 • Acceptance of name change for the IADR Dental Anesthesiology Research Group to Den-
tal Anesthesiology and Special Care Research Group. This will provide an appropriate group for 
researchers working to improve care for special needs patients. The Councilors from the Pediatric 
Oral Health and Oral Medicine and Pathology groups were invited to comment and did not raise 
any concerns with the name change.
 
 • Selection of New Orleans, LA USA as the host city for the IADR General Session in March 
2024
 
 • Selection of Barcelona, Spain as the host city for the IADR General Session in June 2025

Three Action Items were stipulated:

 1. The IADR and AADR Policy and Position Statements on Sugar-sweetened Beverages will 
be shared by Councilors with the Regions, Divisions and Sections
 
 2. The IADR and AADR Policy and Position Statements on Sugar-sweetened Beverages will 
be published in the JDR as well as shared with national and international liaison organizations
 
 3. Global Headquarters (GHQ) will explore how to respond to the impact that currency deval-
uation is having on members in Iran

4. Council  Report



5. Upcoming Elections
If you have not received a ballot for this year’s election of ORG officers, 
please contact IADR immediately at membervote@iadr.org to let them 
know that you want to vote.

You will be voting for ORG Vice-president. We have two candidates and 
we encourage you to learn about them before casting your vote. 

Dr. Jeanne Nervina is Professor and Program Director of CTOR Academy. She is currently the 
ORG Director and is one of ORG’s co-founders, along with Dr. Mani Alikhani (ORG’s inaugu-
ral President) and Dr. Cristina Teixeira (ORG’s current President). Dr. Nervina’s research and 
scholastic interests are in molecular bone biology, craniofacial development and orthodontics’ 
device development.

Dr. Mohammed H. Elnagar is Assistant Professor at the University of Illinois at Chicago, where 
he is the Director for the 3D Imaging Laboratory at UIC-COD orthodontics. His Research Inter-
ests are 3D Imaging, Skeletal Anchorage, Dentofacial Orthopedics, AI & Machine learning ap-
plications in Health Care, Clinical and Transitional research. Dr. Elnagar received the Robert M. 
Ricketts Sunflower Award for his research in remote dental monitoring and Artificial intelligence. 
The AAO also appointed him to be the recipient of the AAO Academy of Academic Leadership 
Sponsorship Program Award for 2019.

You should also have received a ballot IADR officer positions, so please be on the lookout for 
the IADR emails with the links to cast your vote. 

6. Regional Representatives
We would like to hear from our regional representatives about their effort to disseminate the ex-
istence of ORG and recruit new members. This was a difficult year for everyone as communities 
sheltered in place and research projects were halted for months in a row.

If you have a good idea about how we can reach out to our Orthodontic Colleagues and help each 
other, establish new collaborations, reanimate their research or their student’s research projects, 
please share with the group!

Please email us your ideas and suggestions at info@orthodonticresearch.org or share them with 
ORG online Community (see Item #7 below).



8. IADR/AADR/CADR 99th General Session and 
Exhibit ion, Boston, MA, USA

Mark your calendars for 2021’s IADR meeting,which will be held in Boston, MA from July 21-24, 2021.

Per the IADR’s Website, the Boston meeting is being planned in accordance with Covid-19 safety 
standards to reduce risk of viral transmission and infection.

The 2021 IADR/AADR/CADR General Session will be a hybrid meeting, offering both virtual com-
ponents and in-person events. Virtual components may include live stream presentations, simulcast 
presentations, pre-recorded presentations or any combination of these. Any virtual content from the 
2021 IADR/AADR/CADR General Session will be recorded and available afterwards in the IADR CE 
On Demand library. The recorded content is free for all IADR members and will be available for pur-
chase by nonmembers. 

Don’t miss this opportunity to present your cutting-edge scientific discoveries even if you do not plan 
to travel to Boston next Summer!

We want to have a strong showing from our members to help us emerge from the pandemic and keep 
moving our beloved specialty forward! Submit your abstracts and encourage your colleagues and 
students to join ORG and submit their work. ORG is already one of the biggest of IADR’s Scientific 
Research Groups and with continued support and promotion from our members, we plan to have the 
largest membership roster at IADR. We have over 500 members now and want to raise that to 1000!

7. Online Communities
You have probably received emails, or may have participated in the IADR online community - IADR 
Member Discussion Forum Digest.

We now have an Orthodontics Research Group Online Community that went live on September 30. 
The goal of the IADR and ORG communities is to foster a sense of belonging and create a direct 
channel for officers to communicate with the members and vice-versa. We also hope this will be a 
place for you to connect with other colleagues in your specific area of research. So, when you see 
the link please take the time to post photos, questions and comments you may want to share with 
your ORG colleagues. Dr. Cristina Teixeira, current ORG President, will be your Community Liaison.



August 17, 2020  Call for Abstracts & Session Proposals Open Online

November 16, 2020  Session Proposal Submission Deadline

    Deadline for Keynote Speakers

March 1, 2021  Abstract Proposal Submission Deadline

Please note that as of this writing, meeting registration and logistics are not yet available. 

We will inform you as this information is published.

Submission Deadlines and Important Dates for the Boston, MA 2021 Meeting




